
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oil patch activity in 1981: 

•  National Energy 
Program (NEP) impacts 
industry: 100 Canadian 
companies move south, 
along with many rigs 

•  Alberta shuts in 100,000 
bpd to protest federal 
rules 

•  Ontario buys 25% of 
Suncor for $650m 

•  Alberta-Ottawa accord 
allows oil prices to rise 
from $18.75/barrel to 
$77.50/barrel by 1986! 

     1981 Highlights: 

•  Canada’s population 
almost  25 million 

•  Prince Charles and 
Lady Diana Spencer 
marry                             

•  First space shuttle built 
•  Rubik’s Cube is the 

rage 
•  Donkey Kong video 

game sets new 
standards 
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“Cats” is a big hit 
on Broadway 

Dec. 30, 1981: 
Wayne Gretzky 

scores 50th  goal in 
just 39 games 

Egypt’s Anwar 
Sadat assassinated 


